	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	“The Masque of the Red Death” Study Questions

#1-Add all vocabulary words into your “Word of the Day” section of your notebook—these will take the place of your weekly words.
#2-Complete the following questions

#3-Essay Option 1

Directions:  Answer the questions in complete sentences using the RACE strategy.  Remember to use details from the text.  Please answer these questions in your CLASS NOTES/WRITING JOURNAL section of your notes. 
R-Restate (the Question)
A-Answer (the Question)


C-Cite (Give page(s) # & “Quote” information from the story)


E-Explain/Expand
(Answer the question “So what?” & “What does that mean?”)


	
	

	


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1.  The "Red Death" had long devastated the country. In this sentence, devastated means______________.

2. In this story, the color red represents _______________.

3. Which detail proves that the Red Death was a horrible plague? 

4: Even though Prince Prospero is the Protagonist, he isn't necessarily the "good guy." Why is he still considered the protagonist? 

5: Why is the "Red Death" the antagonist of the story? 

6: What does the following passage mean?
The courtiers, having entered, brought furnaces and massy hammers and welded the bolts. They resolved to leave means neither of ingress or egress to the sudden impulses of despair or of frenzy from within.

7: Why did the people at the masque(party) tend to avoid the black room with red windows? 

8: What is the author's tone in the story? 

9: Once the disease, Red Death, was contracted, a person lived for _____________________. 

10: Why was Prince Prospero angry with the masked figure?

11: Why did Prince Prospero decide to confront the masked figure? 

12: What is the theme of the story? 

13: What effect did the large Ebony clock have on the guests every time it chimed? 

14: Use five vivid words to describe the Red Death image.

15: The mask which concealed the visage was made so nearly to resemble the countenance of a stiffened corpse that the closest scrutiny must have had difficulty in detecting the cheat.  Explain what this means.
	
	


Writing Assignment:  To be completed in the DRAFTING section of your notebook.

Possible writing assignments based on this approach to “The Masque of the Red Death”: 
Relate each answer to your statement of the main idea of this story in a three to five paragraph theme, with a thesis statement and supporting concrete details drawn from the story (use page references). 
1. What happens to the country in this story? How do Prince Prospero’s reactions to these events reveal his character? 
2. Does Poe approve of Prince Prospero? Why or why not? 
3. How do the details of colors, numbers, and lighting effects help create the mood of this story? 
4. Which room disturbs the revelers the most? Why? 
5. What is the significance of the ebony clock, and how does it reflect the main idea of the story? 
6. Why is the “masked figure” masked? How does Prospero react to him? Why?
